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NAMES BY WHICH
SATAN IS KNOWN
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INTRODUCTION1

The basic function of a name is to identify persons or places,
establish legal identity, or preserve memory. However, in Scripture
names tend to have even greater significance. For example, numerous
Old Testament places are given names which “commemorate events in
patriarchal or later history.”2 Frequently, parents chose a name that fit
the circumstances of a child’s birth, as in the case of Benjamin (Gen.
35:18); pictured some calamity or tragedy, as in the case of Ichabod
(1 Sam. 4:19-22); or expressed their hopes, as in the case of Joseph
(Gen. 30:24). Some received a name by divine command, as in the case
of Isaac (Gen. 17:19).

“Ideally, however, a name captures the essence of the person.”3

Turner and Myers suggest that names, “often indicated a person’s
character or some peculiar quality.”4 Thus, the name of an individual
is more than a simple designation. It says something about a person’s
significance, and describes the character of a particular person.

The names, titles, and descriptions of Satan found in Scripture are
significant for they illustrate his character and purposes. The various
ones ascribed to him assist one in seeing his evil nature, his despicable
character, his pernicious work in the world, and his enmity toward man.
These, then, capture the essence of this one who is truly our enemy.

PRIMARY NAMES
Several names and titles are revealed in Scripture for him, but two

are primary names used for the enemy of our souls—Satan and Devil.
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These names are particularly significant. They give us insight into the
character and intentions of the one who opposes us as well as God.
Satan

The term “Satan” is used some nineteen times in the Old Testament
and thirty-six times in the New Testament. “It is one of the few English
words that has a Hebrew origin.”5 In the Old Testament it is found as
a verb as well as a noun. “As a verb it means ‘to oppose as an adver-
sary’ ... As a noun it can be applied to a human being, thus designating
one an adversary.”6

Reid indicates that the term “Satan” is the one “most commonly
used to refer to the supernatural adversary of God and his purposes.”7

“With the article, ‘the Adversary,’ it becomes a proper name and
denotes the personal Satan”8 who is mankind’s greatest adversary and,
as Woods says, “By implication, the enemy of God.”9

Satan is “represented in the scriptures as the adversary of both God
and man.”10 He stands in opposition to the purposes of God and the
well-being of man. He consistently engages in activities against the best
interests of humanity. Satan seeks to hinder the work of God.11

In the book of Job, Satan is portrayed as a kind of public prosecu-
tor, bringing accusation against the man, Job. He challenges Job’s
integrity before God and God’s credibility in His dealings with Job. He
is given limited power to afflict Job and his family in an effort to
sustain his accusation against this upright man.

During the reign of David, Satan “provoked” the king to take a
census of the people (1 Chr. 21:1ff). Motivated by his own pride and
giving in to the temptation of the devil, David sinned. “God was
displeased with this thing; therefore he smote Israel” (1 Chr. 21:7).

In another instance, Satan brings accusation against the high priest,
Joshua (Zech. 3:1-2). Satan wanted God to reject the high priest and,
by extension, all Israel.

In each of these historical cases, Satan can be clearly seen as the
accuser and adversary of man.
Devil

The term “Devil” is used some thirty-three times in the New
Testament. It is the “English translation of a Greek word (diabolos)
meaning ‘accuser’ or ‘slanderer.’”12 It was “used in the Septuagint to
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translate the Hebrew ‘Satan’ and in the NT as a virtual synonym for the
same term.”13 The two terms are obviously interchangeable.

In Scripture, the devil is the false accuser or slanderer because he
speaks against men and God. He accuses men before God and slanders
God before men in order to cause distrust and disrepute. “He was
regarded by the Jews as the accuser of men before God, laying to their
charge the violations of the law of which they were guilty, and
demanding their punishment.”14

We are engaged in a relentless conflict with him. It is no wonder
then, that we are exhorted: “Resist him [the devil], firm in your faith”
(1 Pet. 5:9, ESV), “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas.
4:7), “give no opportunity to the devil” (Eph. 4:27, ESV), and “Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). We read of “the condemnation of the devil”
(1 Tim. 3:6), the “reproach and the snare of the devil” (1 Tim. 3:7), and
the ferociousness of the devil (1 Pet. 5:8). Do we not recognize the
serious threat this enemy and adversary of our souls poses?

SECONDARY NAMES
Besides the aforementioned primary terms, there are secondary

names used in Scripture to refer to Satan. They, too, give us insight into
the work of this nefarious one who seeks to do us eternal harm.
Abaddon And Apollyon

Transliterated from the Hebrew, Abaddon means “Destruction”15

(Rev. 9:11). Hailey points out that, “the Greek name Apollyon means
Destroyer.”16 Here Satan is pictured as one who rules over destruction.
He is the destroyer of man’s body and soul. From the beginning this
has been his ongoing intention and obsession.
Beelzebub

The term “Beelzebub,” sometimes given as “Beelzebul,” likely
means “lord of the flies” or “lord of the dung.”17 It appears to be the
same as a god worshipped by the Philistines at Ekron (2 Kgs. 1) whom
Ahaziah, king of Israel, tried to consult in his last days.

Found in three of the four Gospel accounts, Beelzebub is another
name given to Satan. It likely came to use in the intertestamental
period, “when numerous names were used to designate the leader of the
forces of evil.”18 It may well have been an epithet. In the Gospels, Jesus
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is accused of casting out demons by Beelzebul, “the prince of demons”
(Lk. 11:15, ESV), a charge He denies and easily refutes.19

Belial
First used in Deuteronomy 13:13, “Belial” was a rather “common

Hebrew noun meaning ‘baseness,’ ‘worthlessness,’ ‘wickedness,’ or
‘lawlessness.’”20 In the Old Testament it often referred to worthless or
lawless persons.

MacArthur suggests Belial is, “an ancient name for Satan, the
utterly worthless one.”21 It was also “a popular name for Satan in the
Qumran literature.”22 Elwell and Comfort note: “Noncanonical writings
of the NT period commonly used it as a name for Satan.”23

Used one time in the New Testament, Belial “stands as God’s
cosmological opponent who will ultimately be defeated.”24 In
2 Corinthians 6:15, Paul makes a sharp distinction between Satan as the
“worthless one” and Christ as the “worthy one,” the One with whom
Christians are in fellowship.

TITLES
Several titles give us even more insight regarding the efforts and

tactics of our great spiritual enemy. They are considered here.
Accuser Of The Brethren

In Scripture, Satan is often styled as one who brings a charge
against another. This “accuser of our brethren” (Rev. 12:10), night and
day seeks to charge us as guilty, worthy of punishment because of our
sins. How grateful we should be that, “we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 Jn. 2:1, ASV), who is sympathetic
to our plight (Heb. 4:14-16), and pleads our cause (1 Tim. 2:5). Our
Savior, “is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:2).
Adversary

Schrenk sees the Greek term antidikos, in 1 Peter 5:8-9, as
“adversary” or “hostile enemy.”25 It takes on the notion of a legal
opponent, as in a courtroom. Satan, the adversary, is one who stands
against justice, and seeks the Christian’s undoing. He is like a “roaring
lion” who seeks to satisfy his insatiable appetite, an adversary seeking
the opportunity to slander.
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It is no wonder then, that we are urged to be on the alert and resist
him by being firm in the faith. What a comfort it is to know that God
has equipped the Christian to defeat this foe, no matter how ferocious
he is.
Enemy

In the parable of the wheat and tares (Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43), the
devil appears as “the enemy” (v. 39). This is from echthros, a term
“particularly used for what is hostile to God and His Christ.”26 Foerster
says “the devil is the enemy in the absolute sense. He is the enemy both
of men and also of God and His kingdom.”27 With obstinate hostility
our adversary seeks to injure and overthrow us.
Evil One

Another New Testament label for Satan is “the evil one” (Mt.
13:19, 38; 1 Jn. 2: 13-14; 3:12; 5:18-19). He is the evil one (wicked
one, KJV) in that he opposes God’s will and Word. He is opposed to
everything good, holy, and righteous. He seeks to harm and destroy
God’s people. Thus, evil originates with Satan. He is morally corrupt
in thought and deed.

Satan is never portrayed in Scripture except as intending harm to
the human race and the purposes of God. Standing in opposition to all
that is good and right, it is appropriate to describe him as “the evil
one.” He is not anything else.
Murderer And Liar

Jesus characterizes the devil as “a murderer from the beginning,”
one who abides “not in the truth, because there is no truth in him,” and
as “a liar” (Jn. 8:44). Satan is a murderer in that he brought death and
destruction to mankind through sin. Satan does not stand in the truth
because it does not suit his purpose. Satan is a liar because he opposes
the truth. So evil and hostile is he that, even while knowing the truth,
he chooses to lie anyway (e.g. Gen. 3:1ff).
Prince Of This World

Three times in John’s Gospel account, Satan is called “the prince
of this world” (Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). He claimed power over the
world when he tempted Christ in the wilderness (Mt. 4:8-9; Lk. 4:5-8),
a point Jesus did not deny. However, and thankfully, our omnipotent



Mark Hanstein 43

43

God restricts the power of the devil (e.g. 1 Cor. 10:13). Yet, as the “god
of this world” Satan has “blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 4:4). Thus, the devil, “though defeated
by Christ (Heb. 2:14), continues his hold over the present world
(1 Peter 5:8; 1 John 5:19).”28 He is “the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2),
that spiritual power at work in people who disobey God.

Jesus refers to “the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). As Beelzebub
(Mt. 9:34; 10:25; 12:24, 27; Mk. 3:22; Lk. 11:15, 18-19), Satan is “the
prince of devils.” These expressions indicate that Satan is the ruler of
other spiritual beings.

Our adversary engages us in a great spiritual battle for our souls. It
is imperative for us to recognize that, “we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places”
(Eph. 6:12). When Satan and his hosts attack, it is necessary to put on
“the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand” (v. 13).
Tempter

Twice in the New Testament, Satan is called “the tempter” (Mt.
4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5). This is the one, with hostile intent, pressuring his
prey in order to bring about their downfall. He endeavors to alienate all
people from God by inducing them to sin. Utilizing “the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:16), Satan
seeks to lure us away from God.

Seesemann pointed out that in his wilderness contest with Christ,
the devil, “exerts himself in every possible way to deflect Jesus from
obedience to God.”29 Jesus “was in all points tempted” (Heb. 4:15).
Referring to chapter four in Matthew’s Gospel account, MacArthur
suggests that “Satan tempted Him with ‘the lust of the flesh’ (vv. 2-3);
‘the lust of the eyes’ (vv. 8-9); and ‘the pride of life’ (vv.5-6).’”30

Thank God that our Lord and Savior did not succumb to this evil
onslaught.

Regarding the Thessalonian Christians, Paul desperately wanted to
know the condition of their faith. He feared that “the tempter” (1 Thess.
3:5) might have succeeded in accomplishing the spiritual failure of
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those new converts. Mindful of Satan’s work in the ancient garden
(Gen. 3:1ff), as well as in the Judean wilderness (Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:12-
13; Lk. 4:1-13), he was concerned that Satan would use the persecu-
tions they endured to entice them away from their relationship with
God. The anxious apostle was assured that the tempter’s efforts were
not successful (cf. 1 Thess. 1:9-10).

We simply cannot afford to take the devil too lightly. He continues
to tempt men to sin (e.g. 1 Cor. 7:5). The tempter, “through his
subtilty” can corrupt “minds” (2 Cor. 11:3), thereby separating from
God those whom he influences (cf. Isa. 59:1-2). We must not give
Satan any “advantage” by being “ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11).
Thank God that Christ is able to come to the aid of the Christian in
times of temptation (cf. 1 Cor. 10:13; Heb. 2:18) giving us “grace to
help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).

REPRESENTATIONS
One finds two figurative terms representing Satan in Scripture, as

well. Once again, these representations help us to see our great
adversary for who he really is.
Great Dragon

In John’s Apocalypse, the “great red dragon” (Rev. 12:3) is used
metaphorically of Satan. The terrible appearance and brutal ways and
great power of this destructive character are clearly emphasized in this
figure. He is “the great dragon ... called the Devil and Satan” (v. 9).

Satan is the epitome of evil whose purpose it is to thwart the will
and work of God at every opportunity and to “devour” (1 Pet. 5:8-9)
whomever he can. He is the great dragon because he is a destroyer.31

Serpent
The Bible student is first introduced to Satan in the Old Testament

where, in the form of a “serpent,” he tempts Eve to sin (Gen. 3:1ff).
While not identified there as the devil, he is later referred to as “the old
serpent, he that is called the Devil and Satan” (Rev. 12:9, ASV). This
one “beguiled Eve through his subtilty” (2 Cor. 11:3), using the “the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 Jn.
2:16), in his effort to get the woman to doubt what God had said and to
rebel against divine authority. She was “drawn away of [her] own lust,
and enticed” (Jas. 1:14; cf. Gen. 3:13). Thus, “sin entered into the
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world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

As the ancient “serpent,” Satan is seen as the one “which deceiveth
the whole world” (Rev. 12:9). The cunning of our deceptive adversary
cannot be underestimated (cf. 2 Cor 11:14). In spite of his guile, the
devil must be seen as our murderous opponent. He deceives in order to
poison man’s relationship with God. He accomplishes much of his
work today through men and women who masquerade, often unknow-
ingly, as “servants of righteousness,” but who actually are “false
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles
of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:13).

It is no wonder then, that elders must be “apt to teach” (1 Tim.
3:2),32 “Holding fast the faithful word ... that [they] may be able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Tit.
1:9). For the sake of the souls under their charge, as well as their own
souls, overseers must be able to “Prove all things” and “hold fast that
which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21; cf. Heb. 13:17).

Thank God that we have “the word of his grace, which is able to
build [us] up, and to give [us] an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified” (Acts 20:32). This is the knowable “truth” which sets us
“free” (Jn. 8:32) from the devil’s darkness, death, and sin as long as we
“abide” (v. 31, ASV) in the words of our Savior Jesus Christ who,
“brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim.
1:10).

IS LUCIFER SATAN?
The notion that Satan and Lucifer are one and the same was

advanced by some of the early church fathers.33 This view was
popularized by the poet John Milton in his work, Paradise Lost. Today,
several scholars believe that Satan and Lucifer are one and the same.

“The Hebrew term, from which the Latin lucifer is derived, is
found in Isaiah 14:12 ... and means the ‘shining one.’”34 Hailey says:
“This verse has been the ground of no little misunderstanding and
controversy among Bible students.”35 The term likely was never
intended to function as a name. However, due to the fact that the Isaiah
text is often applied to Satan, many suggest that Lucifer, then, is a name
for the devil. They see similarities between this Old Testament passage
and two texts in the New Testament—Luke 10:18 and Revelation 12:7-
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10—which lead them to this conclusion. Contextually, it is evident that
the Luke and Revelation passages have Satan in view. The Isaiah
passage, though, clearly does not. He is referring to a “man” (Isa.
14:16), the king of Babylon, who will be humiliated by God because of
his intense pride—not Satan.

Additionally, the interesting language of Ezekiel 28 has caused
several to believe it provides a picture of Satan. Kaiser writes:

The historic fall of Satan is not directly described in the Bible
but alluded to in a number of passages, supplied the background
terminology and metaphor for this text, just as it did for Isaiah
14. His fall from heaven back, apparently, before time began will
supply the model for the fall of the king of Tyre, as it had for the
king of Babylon ... Thus, the mastermind behind God’s enemies
is not always recognized, but here is clearly the devil himself. He
is the one that finally must suffer a fiery judgment, thereby
appalling the nations who knew him, just as the nation of Tyre
will suffer fiery judgment from God prior to God’s dealing with
their sponsor.”36

Petrillo takes issue with this and gives the following points:
1. Nothing in the text gives any indication that an allusion is

being made to Satan.
2. The text states whom the figure represents: the king of Tyre.

To suggest anything beyond this is to wander beyond
textual support.

3. Other passages that clearly refer to Satan do not support the
ideas being presented here.

4. Each description given here can be applied to the illusionary
delusions of grandeur and self-worth of the king of Tyre.

5. Too many points made within this text cannot be applied to
Satan: (a) The “mountain of God” is nowhere used to refer
to heaven in the Scriptures. (b) No biblical passage de-
scribes Satan or any angel as one of the cherubim ... (c) The
judgment described in verses 16b through 19 does not fit the
judgment given to Satan.37

CONCLUSION
Over the years, Satan has been thought of as a myth, some kind of

legend invented for the purpose of imparting moral teaching. In many
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theological circles, Satan is the personification of evil and nothing
more.

For many, Satan has become a manageable pest, in some ways
made in our own image. He is an ornery imp who, while sometimes
making life difficult for mankind, is more of an amusement than evil.
We have made a comic book character out of him, a vermillion red
child-devil running around in asbestos diapers, carrying a pitchfork.

We have used names to describe him in less hideous and frighten-
ing ways. Thus, he is Old Scratch, the boogeyman, Old Nick, or any
number of other appellations our culture uses in referring to him.

In all of this, we have really minimized the true danger Satan poses
to the human race. After all, life is much easier, we think, when our
arch-foe, so-called, is not so ferocious and really rather forgettable.

The Bible, however, speaks of Satan as a real, personal spiritual
being. From Genesis to the Apocalypse, Scripture portrays him as a
real, living, personal being. Satan is the ardent enemy of all mankind
and the foe of God. The several names and descriptions used of him
underscore these facts.
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